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(54) IC CARD 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To strengthen the security of a secret area in a 
semiconductor memory by dividing a command group into 
three groups consisting of a non- privileged command group, 
a privileged command group and a testing command group. 
CONSTITUTION: An IC card 1 is constituted of a 
microprocessor and an EEPROM semiconductor memory 3 
consisting of a secret area 7 and a general area 8. After the 
success of collation of a private identity number (PIN), the 
non-privileged command group 4 can access only the general 
area 8. After the success of collation of a pass word, the 
privileged command group 5 can access all the areas of the 
semiconductor memory 3. Only when the PIN is the initial 
value, the testing command group 6 can erase all the areas of 
the memory 3 or check the operation. Since only a card 
issuing person using the privileged command knows the pass 
word, a card maker for inspecting the card can not know the 
contents of the secret area 7 at all. 
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